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MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY

for the Prevention, Preparedness,
and Response to Marine
Pollution from Ships

(2022-2031)

* To introduce the Guidance Document:
Preparation of National Action Plans for the
implementation of the Mediterranean
Strategy for the prevention of,

preparedness, and response to marine . .
pollution from ships (2022-2031) - The How to implement it?

Mediterranean Strategy (2022-2031) . S

* To go in detail about the implementation
process
* National Assessment
* National Action Plan

= To put the implementation process in
practice




The Agenda

Time 20 November 2024 Speaker/Lecturer
08:30-09:00 Arrival and regi ion of participants
Mr. lvan Sammut,
Opening session Head of Office, REMPEC;
09:00-09:30 = Opening remarks and overall goal of the Workshop Ms. Eliana Barleta,
= Introduction of participants and facilitators REMPEC Consultant;
Participants
International Agreements -
¥ : 2 : Ms, Eliana Barleta,
09:30-10:00 - Fforn Agreement to Action: successful tools and cases in international Law to achieve REMPEC Consultant
collective goals
10:00-10:30 The Mediterranean [Strategy 2022-2031) Ms. Eliana Barleta,
r z = Overview of the Strategy (interactive participation) REMPEC Consultant
10:30-11:00 Coffee break |
I duction to the Guidance Doc P ion of National Action Plans for the %
X Ms. Eliana Barleta,
: v Impl ion of the Medi Strategy (2022-2031) =
11:00-11:45 | tvxoikiction REM:EC_C_unwﬂznt.
= Explanation of the Draft Guidance Document lrcipunts
11:45-12:15 Stakeholder Engag in National Action Plans Ms. Eliana Barleta,
: B = [dentifying key players and their roles REMPEC Consultant
Z . " Ms. Eliana Barleta,
Interactive Discussion 2
12351230 Q&A about the introductory part REMP‘EC. (?onwl‘rant
Participants
12:30-14:00 Lunch break
Implementation process — Part | .
14:00-14-30 = The National Assessment (NA) ::;1:2:':0?\::;:!!
= The National Action Plan (NAF)
National A in i Ms, Eliana Barleta,
14:30-15:00 i
= Completion of the NA REMPEC Consultant
Mational Action Plan in practice
15:00-15:30 - Prep.inngl a NAFP: ) » ) Ms, Eliana Barleta,
-identification of actions for the of NAPs; REMPEC Consultant
Movitoring ond Evaluati
2 Ms. Eliana Barleta,
. ; Group presentation i
15:30-16:00 « Groups outcome of their NA and NAP REMPEC_C_a'Isu!tan:,
Participants
16:00-16:30 Coffee break Il
Mr. lvan Sammut,
Head of Office, REMPEC;
16:30-16:50  Review of the Draft Guidance Document Ms, Eliana Barleta,
REMPEC Consultant;
Participants
Mr. lvan Sammut,
Head of Office, REMPEC;
16:50-17:15 Conclusi and Rec dati Ms. Eliana Barleta,
REMPEC Consultant;
Participants
Workshop close-out session Mr. lvan Sammut,
17:15-17:30 = Closing remarks Head of Office, REMPEC
= Group photo Participants

17:30 End of the Workshop




I. From Agreement to Action

Regional Workshop on the Preparation of National Action Plans
for the Implementation of the Mediterranean Strategy (2022-2031)

Malta, 20 November 2024
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Foundations of Global Cooperation: The Role of International Law

* International law is the framework of rules and principles that governs the
relations and interactions between states, international organizations, and other
global actors.

* International law is a cornerstone of global cooperation.
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Five main roles of International Law in Global Cooperation:

e Maintaining Peace and Security

e Promoting Human Rights

e Facilitating Economic and Environmental Cooperation
e Standardizing International Conduct

e Enhancing Global Governance
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Positive results from International Agreements:
People in poverty, world scenario
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Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, global results
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Some examples of International Agreements related to sea protection

v United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

v’ Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against
Pollution (Barcelona Convention)

v The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(MARPOL)

v The Kyoto Protocol & Paris Agreement (Climate Change)
v The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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The Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution (Barcelona Convention) was adopted on 16 February
1976 in Barcelona and entered into force in 1978.

The Barcelona Convention was amended in 1995 and renamed as the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and
the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean. The amendments to the Barcelona Convention entered into force in 2004.

The Barcelona Convention and its seven Protocols adopted in the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) constitute
the principal regional legally binding Multilateral Environmental Agreement (MEA) in the Mediterranean.

“The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention agree to individually or jointly take all appropriate
measures in accordance with the provisions of the Convention and the Protocols in force to which they are
party to prevent, abate, combat and to the fullest possible extent eliminate pollution of the Mediterranean
Sea Area and to protect and enhance the marine environment in that Area so as to contribute towards its

sustainable development. They cooperate in the formulation and adoption of Protocols, prescribing agreed

measures, procedures and standards for the implementation of this Convention.”
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“Nothing in this Strategy shall prejudice the principles of
Sovereignty of the States, principles of Freedom, rights of
Navigation, and principles of Innocent Passage in the Territorial
Sea. In case of any contradiction between the Strategy and
national or international legislations, the latter shall prevail. For
specific topics addressing national issues, the Secretariat should
seek the authorisation of the concerned country prior to the
publication of certain reports. ”
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Decision 1G.25/16 — In a few words

v’ Decision 1G.25/16 outlines the Mediterranean Strategy for the Prevention of, Preparedness, and Response to Marine Pollution

from Ships for 2022-2031.

v’ It was adopted by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention at their 22nd Meeting, recalling relevant United Nations

resolutions and the Barcelona Convention’s provisions for controlling ship-based pollution.

v’ The strategy builds on the Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to Marine Pollution from Ships (2016-2021), noting

the progress and challenges encountered in its implementation.

v’ It emphasizes adherence to international maritime conventions regulated by the International Maritime Organization (IMO),

including MARPOL and the BWM Convention, as well as conventions on pollution preparedness, response, and liability.

v’ The strategy reflects insights from recent expert meetings and maintains the mandate of the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency

Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC).
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Decision 1G.25/16 — What is expected to be done

Implement the Strategy - Take effective actions to enforce the Mediterranean Strategy (2022-2031) and improve the enforcement of

the Protocol on marine pollution prevention and emergency response.

Ratify Protocols - Ratify the Protocol on marine pollution prevention and relevant IMO conventions to do so, in order to achieve the

Protocol’s objectives universally in the Mediterranean.

Technical Support - Request the Secretariat (REMPEC) to offer technical assistance for the Mediterranean Strategy’s implementation,

coordinating with the IMO and focusing on technical cooperation, capacity building, and resource mobilization.

Resource Mobilization - Invite various stakeholders, including financial institutions, intergovernmental organizations, industry

members, and NGOs, to help mobilize the resources necessary for the Strategy's successful implementation.

Build Partnerships - Promote the development of sustainable partnerships at global, regional, and sub-regional levels, coordinated by
REMPEC, to leverage financial and technical support, and to maximize the effectiveness of international cooperation in the

Mediterranean region.
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The National Action Plan (NAP) is a crucial component in implementing the
Mediterranean Strategy, and the framework established by the Barcelona
Convention promotes regional cooperation by encouraging Mediterranean countries
to adopt unified strategies while adapting to their specific national contexts.

Considering this, here 1s a question:

""How can Contracting Parties effectively leverage the Barcelona Convention’s
framework to develop National Action Plans that enhance regional cooperation
and implement effective pollution reduction strategies, addressing specific
challenges such as marine litter, coastal degradation, and the impacts of climate
change?"




I[van Sammut & Eliana Barleta
Head of Office & Consultant

REMPEC
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